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National A rc hivist
Ro ber! C. Bark hurvr, We~ r OunJ,'C:. IL

Nat ional Executive Director
Patrick \\'. Burke, Independence, ~(O

National Legal Counsel
Alex Lewandowski, J.D.• LL.~t.

Kansas C ilY, ~(O To those who think that real ongtnaluv
and irnaamanon are beyond reach. I offer
the following thought from Bernice Firzgib­
bon in ,\ lac:,\, Glmbels, and Me: "Crea­
tivirv often consists of mcrclv turning up
what is alrcadv there. Did vou know that
right and lefl ..hoc- were thought up only
a little more than ,I ccruurv ago?"

To those \\ he see peril in innovation, I
<av progres rlwavs involve ri"k but,
1I1t1m:Heh ,le~'" n ..k th<rn ina, (Ion . To thu"e
who tear dl:o..1ppro\.al trom O(ht'r~,I.-..a.... that
whcn two Il'adt:r~ <..11,,3\'5 agree, cone llj them
j" unneceS5ar\,.

If the chapter has never Visited with t hc
school's president. would not new be an
excellent time to ask how Alpha Phi Omega
em be of more service to the Institution!

The point I~ I hat t radit ron can be an ex­
cuse for a lack oflnnovanon, Chapters that
are defined cxclu-tvelv by past routine and
t he failure to think boldlv do no t get bet­
ter and, because nothing in the world
stands sull. art' Itt rcalnv getting worst'­
and their members are rmsstng an exquisite
opportururv to better prepare thcmsclv cs
for tomorrow'< employment challenge....

Trut: le<r dcr..hip is not follm,·ing rhe p,llh
- it's going in~tcad where [here i~ nf' palh
and Icavin).: a tnlil. Therein lies [he true
l..h~lllcngt· l1f thi!- "dltJol \,ear: rrVlng
something ne\\ .

If our chapter
membe rship has
remai ned stable. is
it not nnw to -ec
what could be ac­
complished with
ten or twenr .... ad­
ditional members?

If we have had
little or no contact
with faculty ad­
visors, relying in­

stead on dedica ted alumni for advice, is it
nut time to sec how our "education" and
ou r service could be enriched bv Including
"professionals" in the procvss '

b) leTT) Schwede>"
?'Jarional Presidt?nr

TRYING SOMETHING NEW

Tiadu ion. it has been said, is what we do
when we ca n't thi n k of anvi h ing new. As
the new school yea r begins, t he chal lenge
for A lp ha Phi Omega c hapters is ro ap­
preach o ld obstack-, with new creativity.

How can new members be recru ited"
How can mort' students become involved
in our service programs? How can more
leadersh ip opporrururics be shared' How
can t he school administration and facul rv
be more invoked in gu iding our progress?

T hese quest ions <In: important to the sue­
cess of Al ph a Ph i Omega on evc rv campus
b ecau se rrul v in nova tive a nswe r-s will
direc tly affect our Frater nitv's ult imate and
enduring miss ion of sCf\'i ng others. But
there is anot her, more "elfish reason for
creativity in our chapter programs.

A recen t report bv the Department of
Labor outlined whur American sruderu­
must learn in school to compete in the
workplace of the future. In addit ion to ac­
quisirion of the technica l <kills taught in
t he classroo m , stude n ts must 011"0 know
how to allocate t ime, rnoncv ma ter ials and
sttlff as well as develo p the ah ilitv to work
in teams, reac h other" and negotiate.

Proficien cy in these "extracurricular"
skills can be mastered through participation
in vibrant and imaginative chapter pro­
grams. Tackling the difficult issues factnc
rh e chapter, thinking of new wave to ex,
pa nd the impact of the chapter on other
perso ns. develops individual potential and
persona l ~ki l1:-. that \\·ill he n cccssar v [0

fut ure success in {he workplace - a nd , in
the p rocess . means more service to or hers.
A~ we rer um (ru m summer vacation to

begin a new school ....ear, a new "Af'O" vear
begms as well. That ought (0 mean not
simply continuing pa-t t radtnons but.
r<Hhcr. thinkin~ of ncw Wins w Ju thin~:,

heuer.
If wl"w alway,; recruited ,;rudt,nt::- with in­

tt'rest :-; similar to our", I~ it mH time (0 ex­
pa nd our ul1iVL'r~l' to uther ~tudent" in
di fferent L"ll UrSt:S ~mJ with diffe rc TH
backgro und s? Further, I:' it not tlOlt: that
eac h chapte r's member<:hip beuer renect..
the student hoJy as a whole..' through more
ethnic and r.1lial Ji\'crsity '
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FALL PLEDGE CLASS NAMESAKE
"You Serve
Because
You're
Interested"

Th e 1991 Fall Pledge Class is
dedicated to Kenneth E. McDiffett. Dr.
McDiffett has indeed lived a life of ser­
vice [ 0 his co untry, his university, and
to his co mmun ity.

Shortly after hi. high schoo l gradua­
tion , Ken enlisted in the C ivilian Con-
•erva t ion Corp. (C C C ). At th e close
of hi. tour of duty, he was honorably
discha rged in Decem ber 1939. On
August 31, 1942, in hi s hometown of
Uniontown, Pennsylvania, Ken enlisted
in the U.S. Navy. His tour of 46 month.
included time in the Atlantic Fleet and
the Pacific Fleer with the USS Hono­
lulu, flagship of the ninth cruiser divi­
sio n , which accompanied General
Douglas MacArthur on hi. return to
the Philippines at Levre Gu lfin October
1944-

In 1947, Brother McDiffett en rolled
at Indiana University in Bloomington,
Indiana, where in the spring of 1948 he
affiliate d with the Mu C hapte r of
Alph a Phi O mega as one of several ad­
visors . Ken ha s been aware of, related
to, or d irectl y involved in Alpha Ph i
O mega functions and program. for over
43 years.

Shortly afrer hi. arrival at Miami
U n ivcrs itv in 19 j 3. Ken became aware
th at Miami's Zera Delta C hapter had
bee n act ivated the very same week in
1948 that he had affiliated with Mu
C hap ter at Indiana University. Dur ing
the elapsed time of 38 years Brorher
McD iffett has served as an adv isor to
Zeta Delta, he has seen the chapter grow
from eight active. in th e early 1960. to
over 400 bro thers to become one of th e
largest chapters in the na tion. In add i­
tio n (0 his ~ [iarni service, he has bee n
i nsr r u me nt a l in ac ti vati ng o r rep
ac tivating five Al pha Phi Omega
chapters in O h io.

Over his long tenu re of service Dr.
\ 1cDiffett has participated in and co n­
tribu ted [ 0 numerous sect io n al, state,
an d regional co nfercnccs . Jn Mav 1971,

namesake...
Dr. Kenne<h E. McDillc"

Ken was honored with an engraved
watch in appreciat ion of his 20 years of
care and co ncern for the Zeta Delta
Chapter. In 1984, upo n his official
retirement from reaching responsibili ­
ties at Miami University, the Zeta Delta
C hapter, with the help of many Miami
graduates, again honored Ken. In 1988,
at Zeta Delta'. 40th reunion conference,
Ken was inst rumental in havi ng Zeta
Delta alumni, including Wesley Smith,
first president of Zeta Delta C hapter in
1947-48, return for the program. In
1990, Brother McD iffett was again
honored wh en t he Sect ion 57
Distinguish ed Service Key was be­
stowed upon him . In reality, "Dr. Mac"
as he is fondly referred to by Miam i
srudenrs, has not retired. He indeed
remain s very active in the Oxford co m,
munity and in particularo n the Miami
University campus and at Zeta Delta
meetings and programs.

In additio n to his continued service
to Alpha Phi O mega, Ken has for many
years been active in the O xford com­
mun ity lifeand in several volunteer pro­
grams. He and hi. wife, Rut h , and their
daughter, Am y, a Nu Rho Chapter
treasurer and a College"f William and
Mary 1984gradua te, have been very ac­
tive in th e United Methodi st Church
in Oxford. From 1973·1990, Ken served

o n rhe Board o f Directors of a
recover ing-a lco ho lics program in
Hamilton , O hio. Sin ce 1978, he has
been a Life Member of the NAACP. In
1985, Brother McDiffet t was recognized
for his extensive community service by
being named Oxford Citizen of the
Year.

Brother Ken McD iffett, a leader, a
friend to generations of students, a ser­
van t on his campus and in his corn­
munitv, we are pleased to honor you as
the 1991 Fall Pledge Class Namesake.

1991 FALL
PLEDGE
CLASS

In keeping with a Fra cernnv tradi ­
tion, Brother MeDiffer ha s the
privilege of suggesting an area of ern ­
phasis for the 19'11 Fall Pledge Class
concerning service projects.

Since "Ln eracv'' is our theme for
Service Dav 1991. Brother McDiffett
felt the Fall J9ql Pledge Cia'S might
consider one of the following:

• Contact local school districts [0

assist their Llt ('[(I( Y p W JCLt::>.

• Tutor elemencarv and seco ndarv
students at school... near your campus.

• Co ntact the Lrreracv Volunteers
of America (315-445·80001for other
speci fic projec ts in conu nuniucs with in
vour state.

• O the r service projec t ideas ca n be
found in the Nationa l Service D av
IQq I Packer mai led to vo ur chapte r.

(Thi, article II a.1 compiledh\ John
Clot:er, Adt u on Ch.a irma n, : era
Delta Chapeer.)
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ATTENTION! ALL CHAPTERS!

/ 991. ..

/ 9-1 1...

members wrote to se n ICe people in the armed f~)rce... . \ '\'e
also sponsor a blood dr ive each scme...ter and volun tee r ser­
vice to the Huma ne Socie tv. Ga mma Theta is inst rumental
in raisin g moncv for Bou lder's homeless shelter as well as
doing volunteer wo rk. \Ve also ra ise rno nev thro ugh pint
Run, where brorhcrs run with the fl)otba ll "g,lI11c hall" from
the opponents stadi um to our own for the America n H eart
As sociati on. G am ma Theta helps annually with Scouting
through Klondike and the Scou r Sho w,

Gamma Them C hapter is proud of the projects whic h it
co nd ucts in striviru; to carry OU t the A lp ha Ph i Omega p rin­
ciple s of Leadership, Frien dsh ip, and Service.

GAMMA T HETA
O n ~Iov II, 1941, a group of 34 men signed the charter

to form Gamma Theta Chapter on the U niversity of C olo ­
rad o campus.

During this peri od of \\'orld War II, the campus had just
a few th ousand srudcnts-e-rnost of them mi litary men and
women. Among o ther projects, Gamma T heta sponsored
numerous dances for the student body, including a "Friday
afternoon tea dance" in t he old Studen t Union .

In rhc post-war years. [00 many pro]­
CCb and a general lack of inreresr caused
the chapter to fold, Gamma Theta wns
rcactivared januar v IS, 1953, and has
bee n stead ily growing in service and
ca mpus prestige ever since.

In vcars past our chapter was in
cha rge of the campus bulletin board­
and the los t & found services. Gam­
rna Theta conducted the AS.U.C. elec­
t ions a nd ushered a t universitv plavs
and programs. The "Colorado Dailv"
new s distribut ion boxes were b uilt hy
o ur members. Each Christmas we were
"Santa" to a number oforphans at our
an nual Christmas partv. All p rofit s
from ou r money-raising projects. such
as the "Ugh' M nn C o ntest ," a re ron­
trihured to worthwhile o rgan icario ns c­

C A RE and the Ameri can C a ncer
oc ierv, The Scout cabin on Flagstaff

Mountain W(lS cleaned a nd main ta in­
ed by o ur brothers.

A s we celebra te Gamma Theta's fif­
tieth anniversa rv WC' can boast ofSj ac­
tive members. a verv diversified group.
eac h with her or hi s own way of con­
trihuring.

C urren tly Gamma T heta co nd ucts
Professor, Night Out, a ch ilJ-s irt ing
service for the faculty of the university.
and volunteer wo rk for the university
and the athletic department. \X'e also
help with freshmen orientation. th e
C o nference of World Affairs and ocher
special even ts - like various pa inting
and clea n- up projects (or numerous
c hant ab le organizations in the co m­
rnu rutv. D uring "Desert Storm" o ur

Ie \ no! CO lace fOT }'OI( w insure char ) OHr chapter i .~ properl)'
represented 111 the APO His!O~ Book. Ga m ma T he ta, Uni,er·
\ic )' oj Colorado. Boulder, Colorado, sent \t'har vou $('C on chis
I,uge. jour 5ubmi.uion eLm l 'a '!' en .mil che personalit), of -"OUT

chupter. A Ii.lt oj the chapters uho hOle sent phOIOSunJ hi,con
a"C Te urctlchcd en rhe [irst "back w school" National Chapeer
Bnl/ elin -mailed An~nst 3(), 19"1. W/e " 'unl aI/ chapters
represented in OlH official HisCOT;' Book!



MU CHAPTER
This pa st spring in Bloomington, In ­

d ia na. o n the Indiana Uraversirv city cam­
pus a voice was heard saying. "Ladies and
Gentleme n. sta n your du ckies" , This was
not just a spoofof the Ind ian apolis 500 but
rather the first Alpha Phi O mega-March
of Dimes Rubber Duck Regatta o n tha t
ca mp us. The race starred at t he Jorda n
River. where members of the chapter emp­
n ed a bag co nt a ining 400 rubber du cks.
Brothers were sta tioned along the river
hanks with suc ks and net s to he lp the
du cks along. Eventuallv brothers just wad­
ed in and sta rted pu shing th e ducks toward
th e fini..h line. To rai..c money (or this
evenr, brother s so ld rickets to sponso r a
duck for "just a bu ck" many weeks. before
the event. Then o n race J ay the sponsors
of t he first six rubber du ck - at the fin ish
lint' won pr izes. Prices were donated. 50 the
~ larch of Dimes received every cent of the
5430 raised. Brother Amy Thornton said
t ha t she first got the idea after seeing last
vear '... March of Dimes Regatta in South
Bend. Ind iana. She then contacted the
March of Dime", whi ch supplied t he rub­
her d uck s. Bro t he rs of the: chapter feel this
will he come an annual event. Although
this vca r's 'a lly of 400 duck s fell short of
the or iginal goal. the brothers feel that next
vca r's regatta willhave a goal 0£2 .000 rub­
he r ducks racing down the mighty Jordan
River . For further information co nt act
A mv T ho rnto n, ~ lu Chapter of Alpha Phi
Omega . Room 48·K. Ind iana Memorial
union. Indiana Univcrsirv, Bloomington.
Indiana 4i401.

APO HEADQUARTERS
:\ n ...·w aJJTl·<';'. b""C0I11I11g more and rnon­

(a111 J[tar, 1!'1 t he one at our new National
Hcnd q uarrer s. Th!-, pust April dunng
"pnng break. Brother CIi,"!" Thornp-on of
A lpha Gamma Kappa Chaprer. Texu ...
Chn...nan Univcrsuv, fort \Vllnh. Texa..,
horne In Kansas Cuv tor JU"( a fc\\ dav­
decided to \ \... \t the \:atlllflal Headquaner-.
For brorbcr- t ra..ehnc horne. to school. or
JU"" "on th... W.lJ:·llllr nc·\\ . .auonal Head­
quartvt- r-.» pol ular 'olt.p·Olf porrn. lf vou
are ev...·r In the lndcpc-ndcncc area. \OU are
mv lIl"J to visit. Xanonal He rdquartcr..,
14Ll01 Ea..t "2tlJ Street. Independence.
~li"''''l...HITI ('1405;, "'itt"! )7'·-':hh7.



ALPHA BETA RHO
Members of t he Alpha Beta Rh o

Chapter had a very busy spring term . They
participated in a Special O lympics Bowl­
ing Tou rname nt and the Cross Count ry
Skiing Team. For further info rmation on
these activi t ies contact A lpha Beta Rh o
Chapter o f Alph a Phi Omega. Srudenr
A ffairs Office. Campus Dr ive, University
of Pittsburgh . Bradford. Pen nsylvania
i6701.

ALPHA GAMMA MU
On june I. 1991. twenty -eigh t brothers of Alpha Gam ma M u

at \X'illiam Paterson College in \X'avne. New [ersev, tonk the oath
of membership into Alpha Phi Omega under the guidan ce and
support of thei r Big Brothe r Chapter, ~u Psi at Montclair State
C ollege. Fred Pollack and mrn Tomusiak . from the National Board
of Directors, were present to witness and welcome the newest
chapter of A lpha Phi Omega. Many other Region I and Section
q9 Staff were in attendance. including Cheryl Smith (Chairman.
Secti on 99) and Betty Rau ch (Staff Liaiso n to WPC) . Most of th e
other chapters in Section 99 were well represent ed . After the
ceremo ny, the newes t brothers inducted 15 pledges Into the
chapter.

CHAPTER
REACTIVATION

Iota Chi Chapter was established at Xor­
thern Michigan University in ~lay of IQ5 1.
By IQ56. Io ta C hi was rhe largest chapter
In th e state of Michigan. Unfortunately, in
Iqi2 Iota Chi went inactive for un known
reason s. Reactiva tion attempts were made
in 1977. 198i. 1988. a nd finally o n
Xovernber 3, 1990. the chapter was reac­
tivated just in t ime for the 40th anruve r-
sarv. The chapter responsible for insta lling \ )
lora C hi. both in 19; 1and in 1090,was Ep­
silon Lambda of Michigan Technological
University. Getting their act together for
the formal ceremony. service projects wen:
co nducted and included helping the Boy
Scours with their Klondike De rbv. vo lunteering at Notlitc Xursin g Hom e in ~ Iarqueuc. Michigan, ushering lor the theater on campus.
<elhng programs at the un iversity hockey games . and helping with student clecrior» o n campu s. Ad d itional projec ts included helping
with speci al olvrnpics, Easter Sea ls and th e local Gi rl Scout and Brownie troops in th e area. Fo r furt her mforrnation contact [effrev
G. G agnon. 1m3 C h i Chapter o f Alpha Phi Omega, Box 53 U n ivers it y Center. M arq uette. Michigan 49S:;=).
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BETA RHO
\'(..'h atl'vcr happened [Q the Beta Rho

Chapte r? In 1988, the chapter's member­
ship ha d dwindl ed, th e cha pte r had qu it
repo rting and lost sight of its purpose of set­
vice . The o utloo k was bleak, and the
chapter disbanded. Fortunarelv, good luck
was jus t around th e co rner in the for m of
an Eagle Scout who began attending th e
Univcrsi rv o f Arkansas in the fall of 1989.
His name was Roger Stea rns. a nd with the
heir of Sect ional C hairman Jim Porter
eight Eagle Scouts were rounded up and
formed a pledge class in the spring of 1990.
Brot her Stearns , wit h leadersh ip skills
developed th rough th e Boy Sco uts, helped
pull t h is chapter back together by cen ter­
i ng its goa ls a rou nd service. Once the first
pledg e class (Spring 19( 0) ha d go ne
through learning about the Fraternity,
bringing hack the almos t ext inc t chapter
fell into place. By th e fall of 1990 Beta Rh o
had tri pled its size. Service proj ect s iu­
elu ded remodeling nature rrails at Dcvil' s
Den St ate Park. clo th ing co llectio ns for
needy families d uring the holidays, and
tra..h cleanups around th e campus and

co mmunity. During the first year of reju­
venatio n , th e chapter even had time to host
th e fir~t Sec tio na l Confere nce in six years
for Sections 32and 33, Staying close to the
acti on, Beta Rh o then bid on and wo n the
right to host th e Region VIII Confere nce
for th is fall in Faven evi lle. Arkansas. Ser­
dec is still verv important to the chapter,

and this past "pring the brothers involved
rhcmselve.. In various ...rudcnr servi ce- on
campus, aiding Scout troops. the.' Salvunon
Army, United \X/;w, and United Blood Ser­
vices. For further intormanon contact \X',
Brant \\'arwitk, Beta Rho Chapter oj
Alpha Phi Omega, i17 Arkansas Union.
Favetrev JIll'. Atkan-a.. 72701.

THETA Xl
T he brorhcrvofTheea Xi Chapter haw

the experience uf 41 vear- of service. Thi
past spring. brothers volunteered an after
noon to help clean and repair cabins at the
"Lion's Den," a (amp located just south of
St. loU IS, Mtssoun. il is used by many
groups including the Bov SCOUtS and han­
dic appcd group .... Ad di riona llv. the
brothers parncrpatc in an annual blood
drive on campu~ and for the past 41 veers
have sponsored the St . Pamck's Dav Dance
on campus. For furrlu-r information on
these acuvities co ntact Theta Xi Charter
of Alpha Ph, Omcaa, Park> College of St.
Louis Uruversitv.f Falling Springs Road.
Cahokia. Illinois 6220('\.
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DELTA OMICRON
"If I jump into a lake in December, will you donate funds

to th e Boy Scouts!" It sounds wild, but Delta O micron
brot he rs calling th em selves "polar bear s" raised dollar s for
Boy Scouts this past December by leading cit y officials in
C rawfordsvi lle, Indiana, includ ing the Police C hie f and
var ious Na tiona l G uards me n from Montgomer y County,
in a qu ick swim into Lake Holiday in C rawfords ville. The
bone-chi lling experi en ce raised over $1,000 for the Cross
Roads of America Boy Scout Counci l. For furt her informa­
tion contact Delta Omicron C hapter of Al ph a Ph i O mega,
Wabas h College, Crawfordsville, Indi ana 47933.

ZETA OMEGA
The bro thers of Zeta O mega are giving hack some of th eir

learned experie nce by prov idi ng a learning expe rie nce for
tho.... e who have a desire to read an d write. Zeta O mega has
joined in a volunteer effort with the Seventh and Jame s Bap­
tist C hu rch in Waco, Texas. The brothers come to the church
to help ad ul ts wh o h ave a n elementary school education
a nd Hispan ics wh o speak ver y little En glish . The adult
st udents ar c eager to learn and \V3n( ( 0 ob tain skill.... ( 0 ea rn
a G ED or American C itizenship . The brothers hold the ses­
sio ns twi ce a week teaching a small group o f studen ts . The
material taught includes basic math skills, vocabulary, spell­
ing , grammar, and th e Engli sh language. Pictured is Brother
Se bas tia n Francis. His motivati on for vo lun teering is. " If an
adu lt has th e de sire and co urage to learn, the least I can do
is help." For further informati on o n this project co n tact, Zeta
Omega C hapter of Al ph a Ph i O mega, Baylor Un iversity,
PO Box 35571, Waco, Texas 76793-5571.

ETA EPSILON
In Marc h of 1991, brot hers of Eta Epsilon coordi nated

a city-wide food drive enti tled "Food for Thought." Using
the local media, includ ing Y-I03 rad io an d WAND-TV, the
chaprer set ou r to co llect nonperishable food to be d onated
to three area food pantries, These pantries included Catholic
Chnruies Sa lvat ion A rm y, and St. John's Northeast Com­
munitv Fu nd. The food drive was a huge success . The
brothers raised approxima tely $')00 as well as several la rge
boxes of food. This project is the beginni ng of what is hoped
to become an annual even t. Thanks to t he comm uni tv and
local merc han ts , the first yea r had o utsta nd ing resu lts. For
further informa tion on th is project , co ntact Eta Epsilon
Chapter uf Alph a Phi Omega, Milliken U niversity, 11 84 \X'est
Main Stre et, D ecatur, Illino is 625 22.
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EPSILON ZETA
In December of 1990, bro thers from Epsilon Zeta Chapter

wrap ped C hristmas gifts and dona ted them to the children
at the Par son's C h ild and Family Center in Albany, New
York. The Parson's Center provides support ive services to
youth who are emotiona lly troubled and developmentally
d isabled or wh o arc in need of a home through foste r care
o r ado ption . T he gifts were later distributed to the children
at a holiday pa rty. For further information contact Epsilon
Zeta C hapter of A lpha Phi Omega, Student Union Room
235, Ren sselaer Polvrechnic Institute, Trov, New York
12180-3590.

PHI Xl
The brothers of Phi Xi Chapter are happy because they

were recentl y awarded the bid to host the Section 41 Sec­
tional Conference for 1992. Phi Xi is acrivelv invoked in
ma ny service pro jects including babv-sitring for the Grayson
County Women' s C risis Center, delivering flowers to home
hospice patie nts and cleaning camp sues at rhe Haggerman
Wild Life Refuge in Sherman , Texas. For fur ther info rma­
tion about any of these activities contad Phi Xi Chapter
of Alpha Phi Omega, Su ite 60,,1 , PO Box 1177, Sherman,
Texas 75091-1177.

ALPHA ALPHA PI
Alpha A lpha Pi Chapter is celebrating 10 years of ser­

vice to the ca mpus and community. Brothers arc always trv­
ing to find fun an d helpful service projects as well as ones
th at bui ld camaraderie among the brothers. One recent proj­
ect th e brothers sponsored was a trip (0 Butler, Pennsylvania,
to participate in "A Habitat for Hurnanirv" work camp. The
" Habitat" is an organization which builds homes (or peo­
pie in need. Thcv have chapters in manv cities and on rnanv
campuses throughout the counrrv. "Even though the day
was cold and wet. the brothers managed to have a great time:'
Fo r further information on how to get in touch with
"Habitat", contact Alpha Alpha Pi Chapter of Alpha Phi
Omega. Box 170. \x"estminster College. j \~W \X'i1mingron.
Pennsylvania 16172.



SUMMER BOARD MEETIN G
The ... ummcr rnccti ug of the N ati onal Board of D irector s was

held in Kansas Ci ty, Missour i, July 13, 1991. The following ac­
rions wert.' taken-

• A pproved D r. Ken net h E. M cDiffeu. past sectional chairman
and advisor to the Zeta Delta Chapter. Miami Uni vcrstrv, Ox­
ford, Ohio as the 1991 Fall Pledge C lass Name sake.

• Reap po inted Patrick \X'. Burke as Na tional Execut ive Di rect or .

• Approved the budget for 1991-92.

• Confirmed Tim ~ tangan, former Region I D irecto r, as 19Q2Con­
vention Coordi nator.

• A ppointed \X'ilfreJ \1. Kren ek, Na t iona l V ice President . tn be
respo nsible for oversigh t and coo rd ina tion of the Long-Range
Plan of the Fraterru t v.

• A pp roved that all capital assets of $200 or man: be capitalized
and dep redated as fo llows: In the yea r of acquisit ion. o ne half
yea r de pre ciati on will be recogn ized .

Computer H ardware-Three vear s

Furniture and Fixt ures-Five vents

Building lm provemeru s-Twcntv yea r~

• A pproved policv that requires the approval of the Prcsidcru and
the Finan ce C hairma n for th e Execut ive Directo r to exceed anv
bud geted line item by a vnria nceofS500 or 10percen t, whichever
ls greate r.

• De clared the follo wing chapters inacrive due [Q nonpayment
of Annual Act ive Mem bersh ip Dues:

Nu C hi . Davidson Col lege. Da\'iJ"IH1, North Carolina ; Nu
O mic ron. Troy State Untversnv, Troy. Alaba ma; Al pha Beta
Al ph a , Ind ia na Univers uv Southeast, New Albarw. Ind iana ;
Beta Phi. U ruvcrsuv of Southwestern Louisia na, Lafaven c, Lo ui­
siana ; Al ph a Beta Kappa, University of New O rleans. Louisiana:
Kappa Eta, U ruvc rsirv of Southern ~11"'''i..... ippi, Hatticsb urg,
M ississippi: Kappa Gamma. L ruven irv o(\\ 'isconsi n. laC rosse.
\X'isconsin.

• Directed (he Xarional Member ... hlp & Exwnsron Commincc
( 0 dev clop an alternat ivc member...hip education program [0 he
submuted for approval to the I .arional Board of Director.. ar
t he Fcbruarv 19l12 Board meeting.

• Authorized Robert C. Barkhur-i. Nauonal Archivist. to pro­
ceed with the pub hshing of rhe Alpha Fhi Omega Histo rv Book.

• Approved a special committee com po sed of me mbe rs of both
the Life t\[ember -s o( th e Board and former Nationa l Presidents
and ot her ... a t [he Presiden t's discretion to: lllnvesrigatc I he past
and present purpose, rcsponobilinc... and au t hor u v (including
voti ng power) of Life M embers and [or mer Na tio na l Presiden t..
on the Alpha Ph i O mega National BO<1 rd of Dire cto rs; and 2)
pro pose a ny modificat tons o r addi tions to our cu rrent Bvlaws
a nd / or Board po licy dcalln g with these gro ups of Board
members which ma y be requ ired to clnn fv or rno dcmizc their
cu r ren t purpose, responsib ilines. a nd /or au t ho rirv.

• Declared (hat 'vlu Eta Chapter, Albnghr Collccc. is no longer
in "aood sta ndi ng' wit h the Fr.ucrnn v. In order to ret urn to

"good sta nding, "t he chapter must meet [he l t mdit mn-, "c'r {ll r! h
lw Al brigh t College in coo pcranon \\ nh the Sectional Chair­
man.

XI PSI
Brothers of Xi Psi C hap te r a t

We stern Ke n tu c k y U nive rsi ty
celeb rated t hei r 27th Founder' s Day
and C ha pter Reaffirmat ion C eremo ny
this past February. T h e event was
marked by a specia l cand le lig h t
ce remony with bro t hers pledg ing ( 0

co n t in ue to be a lead ing force in ser­
vice o n t h e \X/estern Kentuck y U n iver­
sitv cam p us a n d in it s su r rou n din g
com m u n ity. The chapte r a lso incl ud­
ed a Fo under's D ay Banquet to wh ich
they invited Brother Donald Pierce, the
fuun Jcr of Xi Psi, who gave a sp eec h
an d talk ed about h ow the Fraternity
and the U n iversity h ad cha nged a nd
gro wn . H e was h onored followin g th e
banquet by th e brothers who named
t he 111..' \\' S pr ing Pledge C lass in h is honor. The even ing was topped off with G olden l )I J lf.: ~ I11U ...il,. m ixed \1,,'I£h co u tcrnpora rv
pop music, For further information co n tac t Kenneth Brit t ian, Pul-Iic Rclanons Officer. XI l" ... j ( :haptl'r of Alphn Ph i O rneza.
Box U- 20lJ, College He ights, Western Kcnt uckv U n ivcr sit v, Bow lin g G reen, Ken ruc kv 42101.
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SERVICE AND LITERACY: A HOT COMBINAT ION
B~ Dac:e EmeT)',
Nat ional Seruce C hairman

D id ~'OU know that 13% o f A mericans
age 20 vca rs or olde r art: tot ally illitera te?
Therefore. there are 25 millio n people in
t h is co untry wh o can not read or wri te at
al l. Acco rding to the Depa rt men t of
Edu cati on , an additional 45 mill ion
Americans are funcuonal!v illiterate. That
is. th ey do not possess th e reading and

wri ting skills to find a job. This staggeri ng number is growing by
more tha n 2 milli on per yea r!

T he 1990 Nat ional C o nvent io n chose "Ed ucat ion : The Rig
Payoff' as the service 3W3 of emphasis for 1991 and 1992. \'i/ ith in
t ha i carego rv, "Literacy" was ch osen as the theme for Xeeional
Service Day in 1991. Select ing "Literacv" as a focus for our chapte rs
is more than appro priate co ns ide ring the mag ni tude of t he situa­
tion .

In h is State of t he Union me ssage (January 1990), Honorarv
Brother President George Bus h declared that " Ever y A merica n
ad ult mu st be a skilled , lite rate worker a nd citizen:' T he n at the
Xan o nal Govemo r's Association Meetin g (Febr uary 1Q90) he joi n­
ed with the Go.....er no rs as they set as one of t heir goa ls to be the
elim inati o n of ad ult illitera cy. Unfortu na tely, duri ng th is time of
budget crises . funds to accomplish th is ami o ther wo rt hy goals
arc in sho rter and shorter supply. More help is th erefore needed
from the priv at e secto r, chnri rab le o rgan izations a nd indivi dual
vo lunteers.

To ini t iat e this volunteer effor t against illiteracy, Barbara Bush
an nounced t he format ion of a new foundation to fight illiteracy
in the United St at es. T he organizat io n is ca lled the Bar bara Bush
Foundation for Family Literacy an d is ba sed in \X!ash ington. D.C .
The foundation is funded bv private conr rihutions. Bush said th at
it would emp hasize "inter-generati o na l activi ties" for all kinds of
farni hes . "the big and bouncing kind, the single parent. extend­
ed fami lies. divorced , homeless and migrant:' Even before she
became Fir st Lady. M rs. Bus h haJ worked for ma ny years 35 a
vo lu ntee r fighting illiteracy.

Becau se we have all enjoyed t he benefits of a co llege ed uca tion,
It's somet imes hard to believe t ha t illitera cy « 10 be suc h a pro b­
lem in rhts count ry. I am proud to k now that the delega tes at the
1990Conve nt ion recognized the problem of illiteracy and made
;:1 co rnrni tmen t to do somet h ing positive about it.
A~ yo u start to pla n you r Na tiona l Se rvice Da y Project, make

it o ne of your goa ls to get ot her gro ups on campus and in your
co mmun ity involved in a literacy project. Rem ember, National
Se rv ice Day was not started as merel y a day when all of ou r
cha pters perform a sim ilar project on the same d ay. Brothers. yo u
alread y know how to do service. and you do it very well and
throughout t he vear. Nat iona l Service Day was started as a da v
wh en we ca n sha re the spirit o f servi ce with t hose around us.

For ideas o n how to select an appropriate project for Nat ional
Serv ice Day. see [he Natio nal Service Day 1991 Pro ject handbook
whic h will arrive shortl y in you r ch apter mail box . Or better vet ,
co ntact your campus or co mmu nity lib rar y o r adult educati on
de partment for some specific ideas on how to meet an appro pr iate
local need. If yo u arc still lacking for ideas, vou may want to con­
"'IJ<..' r -ponso ri ng a fund -ra iser (or <I lo ca l or nat ional literacv
program.

Once you have completed the project , make sure you fill our
t he Project Sharing form and send It hack to the National Office
bv Decem ber 1.Besure [0 send a photo of vour chapter members
wo rking on t he project .

CHALLEN GE 450
H:- Parrick \\' ~ Bl(rk~,

~racillnal E.\t;'ClttilC Dm:dOT

One vcar ago, the Fraternitv embark,..J on a two-goal pro­
gram. The [irst goal i~ to mcrcnsc rhe number of chapters
( 0 4iO bv Auaust ~I, 21."\.10. A second g0<11 10,; that rhc....e
chapters Will han' 12,000 acnve Brother- a- mea ...ured by
the report ing of A:\~1 D. These tw in goal. an' 01 great im
po rtn nce to Alpha Phi Omega. \'fe are able to offer our pro­
gram to stu dents and to those W(.· serve onlv "here we have
ac tive chapters!

In order to reach ou r goa l... , we must first strengthen our
cxis ti ng chap ters . and to reduce the number we lose each
year. Too many chapters have fewer than l'i active Brot hers.
a nd their con ti n ued su rviva l is threatened. A lum n i
vo lunteers. especially Regiona l Directors a nd Sect iona l
C hai rme n. han " worked with these chapters to deve lop
"revita lization plans" to e nha nce their srabiliev. This effort
will co ntinue and expand to other chapters as necessary.

The I ' atio nal Membership and Extension Cornmmee has
developed a ~pt'l.ial"orerntl('ln:. manual" (or smaller chapters.
T h is was d istributed to tho...e chapter with fewer than 20
fictive Bro thers. The focus of this "SUT\ ivai GUide" is the
development of effective chapter programs for small groups.
while planning for growth. Manv smaller chapters utilized
the ideas in t he "Guide" last vcar and report the',' were of
grea t help.

In addi t ion to strengthening exisn ng chapters, we must
substa nt ially increase (he numher of new chapters esmb­
lished eac h year. vo lunrccr... work ing with the material,
devel oped by the National Membcrslup und Extension
Commin cc art' alreadv meeting with great success on man....
ca mp uses. Of course, we need even more vol unteers. both
alumn i and ac tives . who arc willing to accept I he challenge
of sta rting new chapter's.

The co ntinued growth of Alpha Phi Omega 15 up to each
of U~_ It wo n' t happen r,CG1USC we'd like It to hut it \\,.11
happen if we choose to make It!

If you 'd like to join with tho...e of vour Brothers who arc
a lready providing leadership to thl'" major ...crvtcc effort.
please contact [udv ~ lirehell. our Director (" Chapter Ser­
vices, at the I .ationnl Office.

Help the [raternitv achieve "Chal\l."llgt.' 4;)"t



B) Bees) Ullrich
Narional Leadership
Del'elopmenr Chainnan

DEVELOPING CH APTER
LEADERSHIP

A llison from Bucknell U niversitv called me last night. She
wanted ( 0 know wh at o ther chapters do to promo te leader­
-hip develop ment amo ng the brothers and pledges. So we
talked for a while about Bucknell 's program anJ what some
o ther chapters are doing, and abou t rh e opportunities for
lead ersh ip development through Alpha Ph i Omega. Here
art: so me ideas from many chapters, as described in yo ur an­
nua l H. Roc Bartle eva luations:

Chapte r Respons ibil ity: "Our chapter develops leader­
ship th rough allowing active participation in leadersh ip posi­
tions hv all members. Eve ryone is in charge o f at least o ne
project o r ano ther task Jur ing the semester:' "In addition.
bro thers nre en couraged to rake part in co mmittees and to
become co mmittee chairs, as well as Tun for office:'"For those
who are not as o utgo ing . . .we do get them in vo lved . .. as
t heir confide nce bu ilds, more jobs and respo nsib iliries are
given (0 them:'"\Ve encourage new brothers to take on sma ll
projects as soon as possible . . . .S mall project s might inc lude
a purtv or a half-day service project :' "Through th ese posi­
nons, one can learn nho ur delegating duties, assu ming
responsibil ities , and communicating with o thers, allofwh ich
are :::J pan o f be ing a leader"

Teamwork: ", . ~ [O u r cha pter has a] Mento r Program ­
former o fficers help in g new officers adju st to rhe ir rcspo n­
sibi liries ... '' "Currentl y, there is an infor ma l 'Offi cer AI'·
pren ricesh ip' program, whe re brothers interested in running
for an office assist the current officer in his/her Juries . ..o ur
goal [is th at] each officer and project chair will be paired
with someone who has held that position. T his mentor will
-c rve a:- a gui de and as a resource"

Pledge Programs: "[Wei encourage leadersh ip develop­
ment in . .. leadershi p lectures for pledges Juring an earlv
r1edge meeting:' "T his rerrn . . . [we] starred a progra m to
get ar least o ne pled ge to co-c hai r service project s with ac­
tin' chai rs. This program has been ver y successful because
it gets more people invo lved , it helps develo p fut ure lead er-

from the pledge class . and it delegates work"
Chapter Leadership Programs: "This semester, we have

decided to imp lement a workshop specificallv designed to

develop leade rship skills:' "We arc bringing in speakers to

ou r mee tings to talk about orgaruzational leadership, pr()~

gram planni ng, ere" ".. .Our chapter started leadership
wo rkshops ... aimed at familiarizing pledges and new actives
about runnin g a c hap ter. o rne topics covered last year were
cha iring project s, chapter tradit ions, and membership rcten­
t io n " "C urrently , we nrc planning a leadersh ip conference
for o ur members. Suc h th ings as communicat ion, teamwork.
anJ o rgan izat ional sk ills will be stressed:'

Other Leadership Progr ams: "O ur campus also offers
a ... leadership weekend. As we have in the past, our chapter
will be paving for two members to attend" " [We are) work­
ing with o ur residence life program and using their leader­
ship deve lopme nt events .'lX'e try to encourage our
brothers to become active in other group- and organizations
on ca mpus" "\\'e encourage all rnernbers to run for leader­
ship Positions not onlv in the chapter, bur 10 student govern­
rnent" ': .. (\Vedevelop leadershipIby encouraging members
to attend the LOW and cr\\'.. ..Officers are asked ro read
the 'Leadersh ip Series' handbook> . . .A national/regional
convention fund is set up ro assist actives and pledges to
attend conventions . .. :' HOur participation in Regional anJ
National Convent ions has been great. . ,[Our goal is] to

increase part icipatio n in Sectional Conferences"
Finallv, o ne chapter wrrtes that "Evervone is made to fL'c!

needed and app reciated. Awards. recognition, and a sim­
ple 'T han k You' arc often given to the chapter member" to
encourage the cu rrent leaders to continue their positive con­
tribution, while other members are recognized as being an
integral part of the chapter:' And '0, thank vou, Brothers,
for continuing to provide and promote leader ..hip In the pro­
grams on your campuses.

11



CPW

Carnegie Mellon Universirv in Pitt shurgh , Pennsylvania.
was the site of a Chapter Presidents Work sh op July 26-28.
A livelygroup of 34 brother> and petiti oners from I) chapters
and petiti oning groups co nduc ted a verv creat ive mock rush,
shared. cha pter slogans like "Ser vice. Se rvic e, Service!" and
learned leadership skills to plan. ru n am] evaluate th eir
chapter programs.

The Fraternity held seven C hapter Presidents Workshops
this past yea r literally from co as t to CO :1st. Most worksh ops
occur during th e summer months. Details for the 19q2 C P\'(!s
will he com ing soon !

APO VISA CARD PROGRAM UPDATE
ArO\ V isa card program continues [0 be a succ ess. It has l-een two yea rs sinc e the progr am .... rarrcd . nn d in that time over

2,000 bro thers have applied and received their APO Visa cards. In ad di tio n TO its bas te usc , t he- Lard al lows b rothers to identify
with t hc Fraterrutv wherever and whenever thcv U :-L' th e card. i':ot on lv urc b rother- hcnefiti ng from the card, the Frat erriit v
benefits as well.

The ca rd program generates. income for APO in two wavs. First the issuing bank co ntn burcs 5, ro the Fraterrii rv for everv
new acco unt opened . Secondly, the Fraternitv receives a percentage of everv sa le ma de with (he credit card. If vou wou ld like
to applv for an APO V isa ca rd or have anv questions regarding vo ur exi sr ing ca rd. please (;111our cu ... turner service rep resentatives
a t 1·800-421 ·227\.
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